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Consonants: p t ¢ k h g

m n
s
W ¥y
Vowels: a e 1 o u
% mé 1 T W

Diphthongs: ua {(as in nekuatuasetah)

is (as in nianan)

The Consonants

The letters p, t, k, h, m, n, §, w, and y stand for about the same sounds
they do in English, except that g sometimes sounds a little more like

English "sh" (as in "ghelf") in some words for some speakers, and & w at the
end of a word is not always rounded - the lips are sometimes brought together

without rounding them.¥

¢ gtands for a sound like "ch" in English "church". For example necias,

ocipiw.

q stands for the glottal stop: Bneq nap. wegsekan. agswen.

¥3tudents of Menomini sghould listen carefully to the way native speakers

pronounce W at the end of words.



The Vowels

Short

Long

a sounds like the vowel in "but"

For example: kan, ani@g, s0pomah

B gsounds like the first vowel in
"father." For example: wApah,

netdn., ¥¥

% sounds like the vowel in "eat."

For example: gik®w, ndnlkan=p.

weounds like g2, only longer and

clearer: TFor example: wRwRnen,

n®gnemdvw, anEm.

& sounds like the vowel in "bit".

For example: nekot, kenah, eneq.

€ sounds like the vowel in "wait".

For example: wEgsekan, nésenad,

Sewehtakan.

i sounds like the vowel in "see'.

For example necias, nepiam,

ay®@niv.

:iﬁounds like i only longer and clearer.

For example ccipiw, pihtikM non, nis,

niw.

¢ sounds like the vowel in "put”.
For example nekot, enoh,

nicianck, met¥moh.

© sounds like the vowel in "wrote".

For example:

sopomah, nohekan, POSO.

1 sounds like the vowel in "soon".

For example:

ohpuan, nekuatuasetah.

U sounds like u, only longer and

— A
clearer. For example: gUniyan.

#¥For some speakers, @ sounds more like the vowel in "tall."

P

157

(



1586

Bagis of the System

The apelling system Just described is based on the one used in Leonard

Bloomfield's The Menomini Lenguage and the one used in his 11,000-12,000

entry Menomoni-English Texicon. The two changes we made are:

a. Instead of "€ " (for the vowel sound in "cat"), a special symbol which
would have to be specially installed on a typewriter, we write "ae", which
can be typed on an ordinary typewriter. In handwriting this can be writien
"2", This is just "ae" written close together. It is written starting

in the upper left hand corner:

b, The second change is that where Bloomfield placed a raised dot after
a vowel to show that it was long (for example a’neq nap), which cannot be
typed on an ordinary typewriter, we write a long mark over a long vowel
{for example Bneq nap). This can be typed on an ordinary typewriter by

turning the cylinder and using either the dash or the underline.






